Carmel/ Clay

ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE

4 August 2003

Mary Wright

Indiana Department of Transportation
100 North Senate Avenue, N901
Indianapotlis, IN 46204

re: US 31 Improvement Project Draft Environmental Impact Statement
via U.S, Mail & Facsimile (317/234-1228)

Dear Ms. Wright:

Attached is a copy of the most current revision of the Carmel/Clay Alternative
Transportation Plan, dated Juty 2003. This document replaces the one found in Figure 4.2-1 of the
Draft EIS.

The Carmel/Clay Alternative Transportation Committee is particularly concerned with the
potential impact the US 31 Improvement Project will have on the community’s plans to improve
pedestrian/bicycle access across US 31. Section 5.2: Pedestrian/Bicycle Access of the Draft EIS
seems to indicate that the state will be constructing the improvements called for in the Altemative
Transportation Plan as part of the project; is this an accurate reading of the text? The City is
committed to causing the necessary infrastructure connections to be made to link the
pedestrian/bicycle system on either side of US 31.

Another concern is the way in which pedestrian/bicycle traffic will be routed past the
approaches at the various proposed interchanges. As part of the US 31 Improvement Project will
the state be proposing a sglution to the pedestrian/bicycle-automotive conflict that will result from
the concentration of allforms of traffic at these points?

The proposéd closing of 111™ Street across US 31 also causes the community some
consternation. 11T Street is the thoroughfare that provides the most direct means of access to the
new Cen ark, which is anticipated to be a highly utilized facility by residents from all parts of
Clay Township. To break the 111" Street link across US 31 will cause an undue amount of traffic
to be rerouted onto 106" and 116" Streets, then College Avenue. How has the fact that Central
Park will utilize East 111% Street as a primary means of access been considered in the decision to
close the connection across US 317

Finally, the Committee is concerned that the plans for US 31 focus solely on the provision
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of improvedconditions for automotive traffic. It does not appear from the report that the state has
given adgduate consideration to the future in terms of alternative modes of transportation along this
cotridef. US 31 is the primary link between the Indianapolis metropolitan area and the north
central part of the state, yet the plan does not anticipate the need for future light rail right-of-way,
for example. What has the state done to evaluate the future need for transportation other than
automotive, and how will the US 31 Improvement Project accommodate it?

If I can be of any further service, please contact me at (317) 571-2417 or via e-mail at
1lillig{@ci.carmel.in.us.

Sincerely,

e X1. Lith
Planning & Zoning Administrator

Department of Community Services Representative
Carmel/Clay Alternative Transportation Committee

cc:
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WRIGHT, MARY

From: Julie Sole (Westfield Chamber) [Solej@wws k12.in.us]
Sent:  Tuesday, July 15, 2003 2:46 PM
To: cory.grayburn@parsons.com

Cc: desron23@aol.com; Fautkenb@ICEMILLER.COM; mwright@indot.state.in.us;
tschelon@mait. wws. k12.in.us

Subject: comments '
/ LA
e
/. kj}ch)ry:
Please see theat"taéileﬂdﬁi—étte or comments from the
Westfield-Washington Chamber of Commerce.

I have copied Mary Wright at INDOT as well as other interested parties.
Thank you,
Julie Sole

Westfield-Washington
~Chamber of Commerce~

322 West Main Street
Westfield, In 46074

phone: 317-867-8066 fax: 317-867-2523
e-mail: info@westfield-chamber.org

www.westfield-chamber.org

7/22/2003
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[ww, 322 e Main S
Westfield, Indiana 46074
Westtield-Washington Chamber of Commerce

July 15, 2003

Cory Graybum

Parsons Transportation Group

11405 North Pennsylvania Street, Suite 100
Carmel, IN 46032

Dear Cory:

The purpose of this letter is to offer input on the final design selected by INDOT relating to the U.S.
31 upgrade through the Town of Westfield.

One of the goals of the Westfield-Washington Chamber of Commerce is not only to attract new
business to the area, but to retain the businesses that currently exist here. One such business is IMMI
located at 18881 U.S. 31 North. In addition to being 2 model in the area for its business practices, the
company possesses one of the most attractive physical campuses in Westfield, including a pond and
walking path. However, preliminary designs of the U.S. 31 upgrade currently show the elimination
of these visually attractive and functional amenities.

On behalf of the Westfield-Washington Chamber of Commerce Beard of Directors, [ strongly urge
you to reconsider your current design as it relates to this particular section of U.S. 31. While I am not
qualified to design an alternative, 1 feel obligated to protect those businesses that represent our Town
and business community as well as IMMI. Companies such as IMMI, who contribute economically
and visually to the viability of Westfield, simply must be preserved. Thank you in advance for your
consideration.

Respectfully,

b B

Duane Lutz
President

cc: Mary Wright, INDOT; Dennis Faulkenberg, U.S.31 Coalition;
Jack Hart, Westfield Town Council, and Tony Schelonka, IMMI

Westfield-Washington Chamber of Commerce
"Therightcombimtion!" e & 8 = 8 = & 8 & 5 B & % & % ® 4 * a2 = ou s e s 8 s s



Page 1 of 1

Grayburn,Cory .
From: mi735@netzero.net
Sent:  Thursday, June 19, 2003 7:07 PM

To: us31.parsons@parsons.com
Subject: U.S. 31 plan

area and other places along this route that are suggesting putting the
mps, no clover leafs, this way you can use the oid road for local people

while the new will carry most commuters and have less lights. The ramps coutd be few at various points along
the highway. This way will not upset buisnesses, homeowners and farm land as much. We live close to the
highway now, the noise and looks will not bother us. At present we hear the traffic and emergency vehicles
with no concern to us. We hope you reconsider your plan, irregardiess what some of the people and political
groups want. This is coming from the average people in this area. PLEASE RECONSIDER YOUR PLANS.

THIS WOULD BE HIGHLY APPRECIATED.

There are many peiple in the Westfield
road obove old 31 with just on and off ra

A&3
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Grayburn, Cory

From: ROBERT MACLEAN [z1robbie@yahoo.com]
Sent:  Sunday, June 15, 2003 12:59 AM

To: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Subject: Is my house in the 42 houses to be destroyed?

Dear Sirs and Madams,

It appears that my house is in the path of the new interchange proposed for the inersection of 161st.
Street and U.S. 31. I am the second house on the east side of Farrr hills DR. south of 161st. Strect.
I checked on you wcb site, but the map divides at that location and it is not clear what will happen to
my house. Can I get more information?

[ am sure the option that spends the least money will be the one that will be accepted.lt occursto
me, that is the one that displaces me.
[ have a few other questions [ would like answered. How will I be compensated? Why am | paying
this high rate of taxes for, 1f my property is to be condemed?,It makes no sense.
Yours Truely.
Robert MacLean
16029 Farr Hills Dr.
Westfield, IN. 46074

Do you Yahoo!?
SBC Yahoo! DSL - Now only $29.95 per month!

6/19/2003 pory4



Message Page 1 of 1

Grayburn, Cory

From: on béhalf of igérsdns, US31

To: ROBERT MACLEAN

Subject: RE: Is my house in the 42 houses to be destroyed?

Dear Mr. MacLean,

So that | may better answer your questions regarding the project's potential impacts to your home, please call
me at 317-569-3670 ext. 22. If you have not already done S0, information on the project’s potential impacts to
your home may be found in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), which is available for public
review at the Westfield Library and Town Hall. You are also welcome to view this document at the project office
located in Carmel at 11405 North Pennsylvania Street, Suite 100. Thank you.

Cory Grayburn
Deputy Project Manager
Parsons Transportation Group

----- Original Message-----

From: ROBERT MACLEAN [mailto:z1robbie@yahoo.com]
Sent: Sunday, June 15, 2003 12:59 AM

To: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Subject: Is my house in the 42 houses to be destroyed?

Dear Sirs and Madams,

It appears that my house is in the path of the new interchange proposed for the inersection of
161st. Street and U.S. 31. I am the second house on the cast side of Farrr hills DR. south of
161st. Street.

I checked on you web site, but the map divides at that location and it is not clear what will
happen to my house. Can [ get more information?

T am sure the option that spends the least money will be the one that will be accepted.lt
occursto me, that is the one that displaces me.

I have a few other questions I would like answered. How will I be compensated? Why am |
paying this high rate of taxes for, if my property is to be condemed?,It makes no sense.
Yours Truely.

Robert MacLean

16029 Farr Hills Dr.

Westfield, IN. 46074

Do you Yahoo!?
SBC Yahoo! DSL - Now only $29.95 per month!

6/19/2003 2‘6‘5



Grayburn, Cory

From: us31_website@onlineform.com

Sent: Tuesday, August 05, 2003 1:14 AM

To: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Cc: z1robbie@yahoo.com

Subject: Maclean - US31 Online Form Submission

An Online Submissicn of the US31 Feedback Form from Robert Maclean

Name : Robert Maclean
Address: 16029 Farr Hills Dr.
City: Westfield, IN 46074
County: Hamilton

Email: zlrobbie@yahoo.com
Phone: 896-5769

What comments do you have about the project?

Wwhy is the alternative G not concidered to be effective in reducing accident rates on the
317 It would seem that reducing traffic should reduce accidents. Also the reasons given
for not building the bypass , that nvaluable" farmland would have to be lost, doesn't make
sense, in the long term . The span of the DEIS is 20 years. My guess is that in 20 years
all of that land will be developed, and Westfield will probably have to build a bypass
anyway. Why not move the highway east to prevent the destruction of the homes on the west
at 161st. Streeet? Nothing on the east side is being left of there is nothing now there.

How did you find our Web site?

Is this Web site helpful?

Would you like to receive notification of updates to this site and upcoming events? yes



Page 1 of 1

Grayburn,Cory e e
From: ROBERT MACLEAN [z1 robbie@yahoo.com]

Sent:  Tuesday, August 12, 2003 6:46 AM

To: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Subject: 161st St. on ramp?

Dear Sirs and Madams,
I know the time for public comments on the 31 project has expired. My question 1s why was'nt the

highway moved to the east , there is nothing on the east side of 31 that the plan does'nt already plan to
remove. And no houses on that side between 156th and 161st streets. it woud seem to make sense.
Please send me information regarding the decision on the ramp an the statis of my house as soon as
you know if you plan to dislocate me. My address is 16029 Farr Hills Dr.. I am the second house
south of the corner on th east side.

Thank you,

Robert MaclLean

Do you Yahoo!?
Yahoo! SiteBuilder - Free, easy-10-us¢ web site design software

A67
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Message Page 1 of |

Grayburn, Cory

From—: - Parsdns, UéS1 -
Sent:  Tuesday, August 12, 2003 9:20 AM
To: '‘ROBERT MACLEAN'

Subject: RE: 161st St. on ramp?

Dear Mr. MacLean,

So that 1 may better answer your questions, please call me at 31 7-569-3670 ext. 22. 1f you have not
already done so, information on the impacts to the Farr Hills Drive neighborhood can be found in the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS), which is available for public review at the Westfield
Library and Town Hall. You are also welcome to view this document at the project office located in
Carmel at 11405 North Pennsylvania Street, Suite 100, The entire document can also be viewed on
the project web site www.us3 lindiana.com .

Cory Grayburn
Deputy Project Manager
Parsons Transportation Group

-----QOriginal Message-----

From: ROBERT MACLEAN [mailto:zlrobbie@yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, August 12, 2003 6:46 AM

To: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Subject: 161st St. on ramp?

Dear Sirs and Madams,

I know the time for public comments on the 31 project has expired. My question is why
was'nt the highway moved to the cast, there is nothing on the east side of 31 that the plan
does'nt already plan to remove. And no houses on that side between 156th and 161st streets. it
woud seem to make sense. Please send me information regarding the decision on the ramp an
the statis of my house as soon as you know if you plan to dislocate me. My address is 16029
Farr Hills Dr.. | am the second house south of the corner on th east side.

Thank you,
Robert MacLean

Doyou Yahoo!?
vahoo! SiteBuilder - Free, easy-to-use web site design software
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WRIGHT, MARY

From: M.D. Marrs [themarrs@indy.rr.com]
Sent:  Sunday, August 03, 2003 4:48 PM
To: mwright@indot state.in.us
Subject: US 31 - 131st St. Carmel

Dear Ms. Wright,

First of all thank you for the opportunity to comment on the US31 project. | realize the need for the project as a
whole and recognize the importance of the economic lifeline this route provides.

| would specifically like to express my opinion and those of my neighbors on the 126th vs. 131st street exchange
in Carmel. I'm a resident and past president of the PM;Mwhich is located northwest of the
intersection of 131st and US31. Thisis a neighborhood of 218 homes, not 50 as your reports state. As you may
remember, our current president, Rusty Duncan,. spoke at the public hearing in Carmel on June 30th. (Also
against the exchange at 131st)

| believe that the exit should be iocated at 126th St. (Carmel Dr) and not at 131st for a number of reasons:

The first reason is that of our property values. |am confident that an exchange at 131st will negatively affect our
property values due to the increase in traffic and noise. | can't think of any homeowners who buy property and
hope that an exchange is built in the property adjacent. The issue of safety with children in mind also is a factor
as an increase in traffic increases the chance for accidents.

Secondly, | understand that if the 131st exchange is allowed properties that are in the process of being built would
impacted namely they CMC office park on the NW corner and the hotel being built on the SE corner. Why take
down new building if there is no need to? If the exchange is built at 126th, only a corner of a parking lot will be
impacted. | drive by that lot twice a day and | never see cars in that area of the parking lot that will be impacted.
The 126th and US31 is a commercial area as itis, let's keep it that way.

| hear that the 131st exchange is being pushed by the city of Carmel, specifically Mayor Brainard, as a route to
bring traffic to the revitalized downtown Carmel. While | support his efforts on downtown Carmel 100% and
applaud him on his vision, an existing route to downtown already exists off of 126th, (Carmel Dr.) namely City
Center Dr.

Mayor Brainard, when addressing our neighborhood, always mentions that our neighborhood was the first
neighborhood he opened as mayor, if his wishes of an exchange at 131st are allowed, our neighborhood may be
the first one he closes.

| appreciate the opportunity to comment, and for you consider the well being of the citizens in regard to our safety
and property values, while not impacting the project or access to downtown Carmel.

Regards,

Meredith Marrs
13456 Clifty Falls Dr.
Carmel, IN 46032-9406

317-571-1456 (H)
317-587-5453 (O)
317-402-4654 (C)

8/4/2003 Q’ 7 a



Grayburn, Cory

From: us31_website@onlineform.com

Sent: Sunday, August 03, 2003 11:09 PM
To: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Cc: themarrs @indy.rr.com

Subject: Marrs - US31 Online Form Submission

An Online Submission of the US31 Feedback Form from Meredith Marrs

Name : Meredith Marrs
bhddress: 13456 Clifty Falls Dr
City: Carmel, IN 46032
County: Hamilton

Email: themarrs@indy.rr.com
Phone: 317 571 1456

What comments do you have about the project?

First of all thank you for the opportunity to comment on the US31 project. I realize the
need for the project as a whole and recognize the importance of the economic lifeline this
route provides.

I would speci
131st street/exchange in Carmel. 1I'm a resident and past president of the Parks at
Springmill Avhich is located northwest of the intersection of 131st and US31. This is a
orkbod of 218 homes, not 50 as your reports state. As you may remember, our current
presid&nt, Rusty Duncamn, . spoke at the public hearing in Carmel on June 30th. {Also
against the exchange at 131st)

cally like to express my opinion and those of my neighbors on the 126th vs.

I beljeve that .fhe exit should be located at 126th St. {Carmel Dr) and not at 131stC for a

The first reason is that of our property values. I am confident that an exchange at 131st
will negatively affect our property values due to the increase in traffic and noise. I
can't think of any homeowners who buy property and hope that an exchange is built in the
property adiacent. The issue of safety with children in mind also is a factor as an

increase in traffic increases the chance for accidents.

Secondly, I understand that if the 131st exchange is allowed properties that are in the
process of being built would impacted namely they CMC office park on the NW corner and the
hotel being built on the SE cormner. Why take down new building if there is no need to?

If the exchange is built at 126th, only a corner of a parking lot will be impacted. I
drive by that lot twice a day and I never see cars in that area of the parking lot that
will be impacted. The 126th and US31 is a commercial area as it is, let's keep it that
way .

I hear that the 131st exchange is being pushed by the city of carmel, specifically Mayor
Brainard, as a route to bring traffic to the revitalized downtown carmel. While I support
his efforts on downtown Carmel 100% and applaud him on his vision, an existing route to
downtown already exists off of 126th, {Carmel Dr.) namely City Center Dr. '

Mayor Brainard, when addressing our neighborhood, always mentions that our neighborhood
was the first neighborhood he opened as mayor, if his wishes of an exchange at 131st are
allowed, our neighborhood may be the first one he closes.

I appreciate the opportunity to comment, and for you consider the well being of the
citizens in regard to our safety and property values, while not impacting the project or
access to downtown Carmel.

Regards,

Meredith Marrs

‘ 27/



13456 Clifty Falls Dr.
Carmel, IN 46032-9406

317-571-1456 {(H)
317-587-5453 (0)
3117-402-4654 (C)

How did you find our Web site?
Link from our HOA site.

Is this Web site helpful?
Yes

Would you like to receive notification of updates to this gite and upcoming event

87 no

272
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Grayburn, Cory e e e
From: Michael [m.maylen@insightbb.com]
Sent: Wednesday, June 11, 2003 3:16 PM

To: us31/MmHarsons@parsons.com

Subject: us

am distressed at the recent reports of turning 131 into a limited
accass highway. 1f you truly want to build a bypass at the least cost why not consider Ditch road or use the

bordar of Hamilton and Boone county. Why anyone would cut a community in two to ease the commute from
up nokt is beyond me. Try adding lanes to 31 from 465 up first - that would greatly improve traffic flow a

fraction of the cost!

| liva off of A69th street in Hamilton county and

273
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Grayburn, Cory

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

us31_website@onﬁneform.com

Tuesday, July 01, 2003 3:43 AM
us31.parsons@parsons.com
j_mcdougle@msn.com

McDougle - US31 Online Form Submission

An Online Submission of the US31 Feedback Form from John McDougle

Name :
Address:
City:
County:
Email:
Phone:

John McDougle

76 Shady Lane
Carmel, IN 23423
Madison
j_mcdougle@msn. com

Wwhat comments do you have about the project?

SAVE THE BIRDS

How did you find our Web site?
news ... nightbeat!

Is this Web site helpful?

no

Would you like to receive notification of updates to t

his site and upcoming events? no

2727
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Grayburn, Cory

From: us31_website@onlineform.com

Sent: Monday, August 04, 2003 11:49 PM

To: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Cc: TheLawofBrian@aol.com

Subject: Morales - US31 Online Form Submission

An Online Submission of the US31 Feedback Form from Brian Morales

Name : Brian Morales
Address: 54% Kennard Lane
City: Westfield, IN 46074
County: Hamilton

Email: TheLawofBrian®@aol . com
Phone: 317) 867-1536

What comments do you have about the project?

t diafiond configuration will not hold a large amount of ramping off traffic that
has turhed Yeft. Separate the ramps as far as you can or use the single point urban
intercha configuration. Keep intersections (ramps and parallel running streets, egd.
Pennsylvania St.) at a reasonable distance apart to hold a large amount of queued traffic.
Add 2 overpasses {non-connecting to US 31), one at 103rd St and one at 169th st. I prefer
the 131st St. option, it allows for a major traffic artery {126th st.) to not have to
jntersect with ramping traffic. I do like the folded diamond interchange option for 146th
best. (No need to move the southbound lanes for SR431-Keystone Ave.) Second choice would
be the diamond interchange for 146th St. Can you mix it up to where northbound ramping
traffic is like the folded diamond option and the soutbound ramping traffic is the diamond
option? Keep 2 lane ramps for soutbound SR431-Keystone Ave. from US 31. Thank you.

How did you find our Web site?
indy star newspaper

Is this Web site helpful?
yes

Would you like te receive notification of updates to this site and upcoming events? yes



Grayburn, Cory

From: us31_website@onlineform.com

Sent: Wednesday, July 23, 2003 10:21 AM
TJo: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Cc: kmorley@themorleygroup.com
Subject: Morley - US31 Online Form Submission

An Online Submission of the US231 Feedback Form from Kristi Morley

Name : Kristi Morley

nddress: 13505 Shakamac Drive

City: Carmel, IN 46032

County: Hamilton

Email: kmorley@themorleygroup.com
Phone: 317-844-9996

T am strongly in fator of making the interchange for the US 31 project at 126th street
instead of 131st<” 126th is already much more of a natural location because of businesses
in the area. s6th street has Meijer, a gas station, etc. Having an interchange would
provide\ thege businesses more access to travelers. At 13ist there would be homes
involved. Our neighberhood has a common area with a playground, etc. where our children
play. There is also a preschool / day care facility. It would greatly affect the safety
of the area to have an interchange built.

//
What comments do'fzé/hébe about the project?

How did you find our Web site?
Is this Web site helpful?

Would you like to receive notification of updates to this site and upcoming events? yes



WRIGHT, MARY

From: Dori Morton [dmorton@base2inc.com]

Sent: Thursday, July 17, 2003 7:59 AM

To: mwright@indot.state.in.us

Subject: US 31 (DEIS) Hamilton County DES#9905500
Mary,

After viewing the interchange options for 126th Street and 131st Street, I
support putting the interchange at 126th Street for the following reasons.

1. Lower impa;t/fo existing and proposed facilities at the 126th Street

intersection. 2. Existing capacity tc handle traffic flow since 126th Street is

already t lanes both east and west of
U.g. 31.
3. TISwer impact to integrity of neighborhoods just west of US 31.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input.
Dori Morton

13014 Southampton Ct.
Carmel, IN 46032



WRIGHT, MARY

From: Frank Morton [fmorton@base2inc.com]

Sent: Sunday, August 03, 2003 1:04 PM

To: mwright@indct.state.in.us

Subject: US 31 (DEIS) Hamilton County DES#9905500
Mary,

I'm awa thlat you are considering interchange alternatives for 126th Street and
131st Stnes

1 strongly support putting the interchange at 126th Street. I believe it is the
best choice for cur neighborhcod west of US 31 (where I live) and it connects
better with the existing traffic flow on Carmel Drive.

Thanks.
Frank Morton

13014 Southampton Ct.
Carmel, IN 46032
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WRIGHT, MARY

From: Thomas Murphy [murphy.tp@worldnet.att.net]
Sent:  Tuesday, July 01, 2003 11:08 AM
mwright@indot.state.in.us

on 6/30/03. Own 37 acres on NWcomer of 191st & US 31. Concerns are: 1.Not be land

&d the public hearing
on property be "grandfathered" and be able to be relocated.

ed when design is complete. 2.Billboard sign now

Thomas Murphy

A8

7/1/2003



Letter to INDOT re: US 31 Project Page 1 of |

WRIGHT, MARY

From: Stuckey, Molly [mstuckey@boselaw.com]
Sent:  Friday, August 01,2003 4:13 PM

To: 'mwright@indot.state.in.us’

Cc: 'dcheslyn@skinnermail.com'

Subject: Letter to INDOT re: US 31 Project

The original of the attached letter will be hand delivered to Mr. Nicol's attention on Monday, August 4. If you have any
questions in the meantime, please call Philip Nicely, Bose McKinney & Evans LLP, at 684-5301. Thank you!
—_

Molly Stuckey Geeyyoundd LLazh
Assistant to Philip A. Nicely & Mary E. Browne

Bose McKinney & Evans LLP

North Office

(317) 684-5319 Direct Dial
(317) 223-0319 Desktop Fax

----- Original Message--—-
From: ShareScan

Sent: Friday, August 01, 2003 4:09 PM
To: Stuckey, Molly
Subject: Scanned document <10 pages> -- 08/01/2003 5:06:22 PM

This PDF file was created using the eCopy Suite of products. For more information about how you can eCopy paper
documents and distribute them by email please visit http://www.ecopy.com

<<SFX36A.pdf>>

s ok e ok e ok ok e e ok o ok ok ok ook ok ok ok ol ok ok o ok oKk ok ok ok K

This message is from the law firm Bose McKinney & Evans LLP . This message and any attachments
may contain legally privileged or confidential information, and are intended only for the individual or
entity identified above as the addressee. If you are not the addressee, or if this message has been
addressed to you in error, you are not authorized to read, copy, or distribute this message and any
attachments, and we ask that you please delete this message and attachments (including all copies) and
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BOSE
MCI(]NNEY * Philip A. Nicely
& EVAN S LLP North Office

Direct Dial {317) 684-5301
Direct Fax {317) 223-0301

ATTORNEYS AT LAW ) .
E-Mail: PNicely@boselaw.com

August 1, 2003

Mr. J. Bryan Nicol

Commissioner

Indiana Department of Transportation
100 South Senate Ave.

Room N755 s

Indianapolis, IN 46204

Re: US 31 Project; Greyhound Plaza Shopping Center, 146" Street at US 31

Dear Mr. Nicol:

Greyhound Plaza’ Associates, LP, an affiliate of The Skinner and Broadbent Company
(“S&B"), is the owner of the shopping center known as Greyhound Plaza located at the
southwest comer of US 31 and Greyhound Pass. The shopping center, excluding outlots,
consists of approximately 174,280 square feet. The tenants are:

Best Buy (48,770 s.f.)

Sofa Express (17,426 s.f.)

Flexsteel Industries, Inc. (14,998 5.1.)
Michael’s (23,908s.f.)

PetsMart (19,638 s.f.)

Office Max {23,403 5.f.)

Bames and Noble (26,137 s.f.)

In addition, there are three outlots, each individually owned as follows:

Charleston's (6,700 s.f.) .
Eyeglass World (6,000 s f.)
Don Pablo’s (6,950 s.f.)

Currently access to Greyhound Plaza is provided at the intersection of Greyhound Pass
and US 31 with a traffic signal. That intersection also provides access to (a) the Simon shopping
center located on the east side of US 31, and (b) other commercial development west of US 31
and north of 146™ Street. Access to Greyhound Plaza is also provided from 146™ Street at the

Downtown * 2700 First Indiana Plaza » 135 North Pennsylvania Street « Indianapolis, indiana 46204 « (317) 6845000 + FAX (317} 684-5173

North Office = 600 East 96th Street * Suite 500 + Indianapaolis, Indiana 46240 + (317) 6B4-5300 » FAX (317) 684-33176
www.boselaw.com
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rear of the shopping center. A drawing of Greyhound Plaza showing the buildings, parking and
access is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

S&B has been following INDOT’s desire to turn US 31 into a limited access interstate
type highway (hereinafter sometimes referred to as “US 31 Interstate”). We met with the
engineers on several occasions and have written to INDOT and expressed our concems regarding
the proposed development. We attended the public meeting regarding the US 31 Project and
listened to the explanation of the proposed three alternatives for the intersection of US 31 and
146™ Street. We hope INDOT is open to other alternatives because any of the three proposed
alternatives will mean the demise of Greyhound Plaza, the Simon center and other commercial
facilities in the area.

Prior to discussing the disastrous economic consequences of any of the aiternatives for
the US 31 Interstate at the Greyhound Pass arca, two observations are appropriate:

First, to date the designs we have seen appear to be designs that would be more
appropriate for a suburban or rural setting than for an urban setting. Westfield and Carmel may
be called “suburban,” but this particular area, with its substantial commercial development (over
2,000,000 square feet), is clearly urban and any development of a limited access roadway
through this area should be urban in design.

Second, the area at Greyhound Pass and US 31 and surrounding environs, represents the
largest concentration of retail commercial facilities between 96™ Street and Kokomo. Very litte
other retail development exists along US 31. As a consequence, very careful consideration needs
to be given to any limited access roadway through this area; otherwise, the economic
consequences for the owners of the property and the communities in which the properties arc
located will be disastrous. “Out-of-the-box™ thinking and installation of facilitics perhaps not
normally thought to be associated with limited access highways should, need and must be
copsfdered and perhaps adopted. Along that vein, Greyhound Pass, which connects the east side

d the west side of US 31, is an integral part of the continued success of al} commercial
developments in the area. Consequently, to do anything which totally eliminates Greyhound
Pass and access between the east and west sides of US 31 will, in all likelihood, result in the total
demise of both Greyhound Plaza and the Simon center.

The remaining portion of this letter will discuss the (2) adverse consequences of the three
alternatives, (b) the adverse economic consequences of any of the alternatives, and (c) additional
alternate configurations.

A
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INDOT Proposed Alternatives.

(A) Tight Diamond Option (Appendix A — Sheet 6A). The tight diamond

altemnative causes the following adverse consequences to Greyhound Plaza:

(8} Western Way, located to the rear of Greyhound Plaza is to be
expanded. Any expansion of Western Way to the east or any median construction
on Western Way eliminates loading and truck and customer access at the rear of
the shopping center and results in 2 total demise of the shopping center.

(2) Greyhound Pass, connecting the east and west sides of US 31,
would be eliminated. Greyhound Pass curmrently acts as the main entrance to
Greyhotind Plaza. Closing this intersection and replacing it with this alternative
requires the following movements to access Greyhound Plaza:

. Southbound traffic on US 31 will exit on 146™ St. and make a right hand
tum, travel 660 feet and make a right hand turn on Western Way; proceed 1250
feet along Western Way and make another right hand turn on to what will remain
of Greyhound Pass and travel 230 feet to make a right hand turn into Greyhound
Plaza; thus, completely circling the shopping center prior to gaining access.

Northbound traffic on US 31 will exit at 146™ Street but will be required
to exit US 31 approximately Y2 mile prior to 146™ Street. Upon reaching 146
Street patrons will turn left and travel 2000 feet and make a right hand tum on
Western Way; proceed 660 feet along Western Way and make another right hand
tumn on to what will remain of Greyhound Pass and travel 230 feet to make a right
hand turn into Greyhound Plaza, traveling approximately 2890 feet (over 14 mile}
from the time they get to 146™ Street until they gain access to Greyhound Plaza.

(3)  Greyhound Plaza would lose parking. Although the highway
design is not finalized, the existing drawings indicate that a certain amount of
parking would be lost. Any parking that is lost will render our parking ratio
insufficient and allow tenants to terminate leases. Also, with less parking comes a
reduction in the space that can be leased.

(4)  The primary access to Greyhound Plaza as well as the Simon
center would be from 146 Street. There are not enough lanes to handle the
amount of traffic that would be generated. Although we have not seen or been
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furnished with any traffic studies, our thought is that the congestion and low level
of service resulting from such a configuration would essentially be an inverse
condemnation of the property. This could presumably be alleviated somewhat by
expanding 146" Street, but any expansion of 146™ Street to the north would
substantially impact Greyhound Plaza with the elimination of a substantial
amount of parking ang elimination of the southern access point on Western Way.

(5)  Currently, access to Greyhound Plaza is provided from Greyhound
Pass with the customer being able to turn right or left off of US 31 and then take
an immediate tamn into the shopping center. That access needs to be maintained.
If that access is eliminated, the only access to the approximately 200,000 square
feet would be from 146™ Street, behind the entire shopping center to what is left
of Greyhound Pass and then into the center. Thus, the only access (if you can call
it access) would be very convoluted.

. (6) In the front of Greyhound Plaza exists a retention pond to provide
appropriate drainage for the property. This would have to be replaced in some
manner, which would most likely require underground water storage which, as
you know is very costly. Nevertheless, the drainage of the property and the
removal of the retention pond must be addressed.

(7) ° The construction of the tight diamond will require the ramp to
begin it's incline in the mid point of Greyhound Plaza greatly reducing the
visibility of the shopping center from US 31.

Lateral Access Option (Appendix A — Sheet 6B). This alternative, in our
“Jeaves Greyhound Plaza with no access. In addition to the items designated in

(A) above (other than the loss of parking), the following are also of concern:

(1)  The traffic south bound on US 31 would exit under 146" Street
and proceed via newly-constructed Rangeline Road north and across 146™ Street
at the rear of Greyhound Plaza. Traffic entering and exiting to and from
Rangeline Road would create major congestion and most likely such route would
not come close to an acceptable level of service. Essentially access would be
through another commercial development. In addition, there is an anticipated
roundabout between the ramp entrance/exit and 146% Street. With the amount of
traffic that would be using this roadway, this type of design with a roundabout
would be absolutely, unquestionably disastrous and just will not work.
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(2) If you are north bound, again, access is through other shopping
areas. In addition, the decision to go to Greyhound Plaza must be made
approximately ¥ mile south of the shopping center. Again, this is not access, but
simply a way of getting to the area with a level of service below any acceptable
level.

(C) Folded Diamond Access (Appendix A — Sheet 6C). Apparently this
alternative has been rejected (although it is still being presented) because the State, rather
than acquiring the property necessary to do this alternative, is allowing a shopping center
to be constructed within the area that would be necessary for this alternative.
Nevertheless, it has all of the negatives of the other two alternatives except it doesn’t
send the south bound traffic through another commercial development with a roundabout.

(D) Summary. In summary, with any of the above altematives, the following
questions need to:be answered:

(1) What is the level of service of access to Greyhound Plaza under
each of the above alternatives? How many lanes on 146® Street and elsewhere
will it take to have an acceptable level of service?

() How is drainage and retention to be handled and what will that
cost?

(3) How is Western Way to be expanded? What impact will it's
design have on Greyhound Plaza’s access points, parking field, and loading areas?
Has the State included in its analysis the number of homes or businesses that will
be lost with the expansion of Western Way?

{4) Has the Folded Diamond Option been eliminated? If not, why is
the State allowing 2 multi-million dollar construction project to occur on the
property needed for that alternative? o

(5) Why is a 50 foot median needed on US 31 in this urban area
setting?



BOSE

McKINNEY
& EVANS LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Mr. J. Bryan Nicol
August 1, 2003
Page 6

II. Economic Consequences.

The adverse economic impact of any of the above alternatives is enormous. The total
economic impact depends, to a certain degree, on timing. Most of the leases in Greyhound Plaza
have 10 years before expiration or they expire in 2014. All tenants have renewal options. Thus,
assuming that none of the escape clauses in the leases could be utilized, the leases would
continue for 10 years, however, the likelihood of renewal of any of the leases with the access to
Greyhound Plaza as provided in any of the three above alternatives is slim. Further, the
likelihood of getting new tenants in the property with any of the above accesses is also slim and
if any tenants would take the space, it would be a2 B or C tenant and cause a downgrade of the
shopping center. In all likelihood, any of the above three alternatives would result in the total
demise of Greyhound Plaza and most likely the Simon center also.

In addition to the lack of renewal, all of the tenants have some type of escape clause in
the event a portion of the parking is taken, access is changed or loading is eliminated. Thus all
tenants have clauses-in their leases that could be interpreted to allow that tenant to terminate its
lease if any of the above alternatives is implemented. Under any of the above scenarios, based
on the knowledge we have today, we must assume 2 total taking of the property or a total
elimination of the shopping center. This results in the following adverse economic consequences.

)] Today, the value of Greyhound Plaza, based on net cash flow and a cap
rate of 8% (which is the normal cap rate for this type of center where you have high
quality tenants), is $26,600,000. That value will increase as time passes because the rent
under the leases increases. Thus, in 2010, the value of the center may be in excess of

. $28,000,000 depending upon the applicable cap rate that is used.

(2)  Currently, Greyhound Plaza (excluding outlots) pays $360,620.23 each
year in real estate property taxes. Greyhound Plaza pays 2% to 3% of the real estate
taxes collected for the benefit of the Town of Westfield. If the other commercial
facilities in this area are also ruined, the future loss in real estate taxes for the Town of
Westfield would be magnified. The US 31 and Greyhound Pass area-represents the
Jargest concentration of commercial development in Westfield and there is no place in the
Town of Westfield to replace this commercial area. However, if in 20 years a
replacement center could be developed someplace in the Town of Westfield (highly
unlikely), the present value loss of revenue (using a discount rate of 5% but not taking
into account any increase in taxes) to the applicable taxing districts, including the Town
of Westfield for such 20-year period, is more than $4,494,000.00.

pr-Y
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(3 The tenants’ loss (including outlots) is also substantial. Currently, the
tenants are very successful with estimated annual sales in excess of $53,330,750.00.
Those sales would simply go away resulting in a loss to the tenant and a loss in sales tax
for the State of Indiana.

4) 'Fin‘ally, there are 447 people employed in the shopping center, including
those in the outlots. This represents estimated taxable income of over $11,700,000.00 per
year. Those jobs would simply be lost.

In short, the rénovation of US 31 under any of the alternatives presented will have a
minimum economic impact just as it relates to Greyhound Plaza of more than $97,524,150.00.

Thus, the State needs to address and consider the following economic questions:

(1) How does the total demise of Greyhound Plaza factor into the State’s cost
analysis? Such analysis must take into account (a) value of the Center, (b) loss of jobs,
(c) loss of revenue to the Town of Westfield, (d) loss of sales, (e) loss of sales tax, (f) loss
of income taxes, (g) payment of unemployment taxes.

2) The front door of Greyhound Plaza will change. Does the State consider
as a remedy for this situation demolishing the Center and rebuilding it so that it is
oriented in the correct fashion?

III. Additional Alternatives.

As we previously indicated, we believe this particular area is unique because it represents
a very large concentration of retail commercial facilities; it has tremendous significance to the
tax base of the Town of Westficld; and, regardless of whether Westfield is a suburban
community, this particular area is urban and any limited access facility must be designed with
urban concepts and “out-of-the-box” ideas.

One alternative would be to leave Greyhound Pass open as it currently exists. We
recognize it is unusual to have a traffic signal on a limited access facility; however, it does occur
on collector-distributor systems and on entrance ramps. No good reason has been given as to
why the intersection could not remain as it is or be created as a C/D system. Justification for that
at this location is supported by (i) the disastrous economic results to the owner, tenants and
employees if other alternatives are implemented and (i) the adverse effects and loss of revenue
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to the Town of Westfield if this commercial area is destroyed by the construction of a limited
access US 31.

Second, a possible additional alternative would be the design submitted by Simon
Property Group prepared by Edwards and Kelcey and sent as a general letter on behalf of the
Commercial Corridor Coalition. While that alternative is better than any of the three alternatives
presented by INDOT, it nevertheless has substantial drawbacks and does not accomplish what
would be accomplished by simply leaving Greyhound Pass open as is with a traffic signal.

What also needs to be addressed is the economic consequences occurring during the
construction of US 31. While we believe that if any of the three alternatives suggested to date by
INDOT is used, construction damage may be moot because all of the tenants are likely to leave
or not renew leases. However, construction damage still must be considered if an alternative that
is workable can and is developed. We have no way to precisely measure the cost to commercial
development during the period of construction. Nevertheless, we know from experience that
sales will be substantially less, tenants will not have appropriate revenue and will have difficulty
paying the existing rent and other expenses, all of which is disaster ridden. Consequently, if
US 31 Interstate is built, the construction within this area must occur at an extremely rapid pace
with limited impact on access to Greyhound Plaza. We have not heard in any of the meetings we
attended what the construction timeframe would be but this area needs as short a construction
timeframe as possible. INDOT needs to do whatever is necessary to be sure construction is done
quickly and to avoid, to the extent possible, construction during the holiday season or in as few
holiday seasons as possible if it is necessary for construction (o take more than one year, which
we do not know.

Finally, if an alternative can be developed that does not cause a total demise of the
shopping center (unlikely under the three alternatives presented by INDOT), it will be absolutely
essential that appropriate signage be erected and installed to identify where people need to go to
get to various locations, both during construction and as a part of the final design, which would
include specific identification of Greyhound Plaza and the tenants. This would be an absolute
necessity. -
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As indicated, we are writing this letter on behalf of Greyhound Plaza Associates LLC, an
affiliate of The Skinner & Broadbent Company. In addition, The Skinner & Broadbent
Company is part of a coalition of commercial owners within the US 31 and Greyhound Pass area
that has provided INDOT with additional consequences if any of the alternatives suggested by

INDOT is used. We endorse the coalition’s comments.

Very truly yours,

hilip A, 5

cc: Mr. Cory Graybum, Parsons Transportation Group
Mr. George Broadbent
Mr, David Cheslyn
Mr. Tim Baker
Mr. Josh Broadbent
Mr. Jerry Rosenberger, Town of Westfield

Enclosure

54379_1.DOC
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Letter to INDOT re: US 31 Project Page 1 of 1

WRIGHT, MARY ren <

MAG Seven) LLC

From: Stuckey, Mally [mstuckey@boselaw.com]
Sent:  Friday, August 01, 2003 3:43 PM

To: ‘mwright@indot.state.in.us'

Subject: Letter to INDOT re: US 31 Project

Original copy of the attached letter will be hand delivered to Mr. Nicol's attention on Monday, August 4. Thank you very
much!

Moelly Stuckey

Assistant to Philip A. Nicely & Mary E. Browne
Bose McKinney & Evans LLP

North Office

(317) 684-5319 Direct Dial
(317) 223-0319 Desktop Fax

-—-—Qriginal Message-----

From: ShareScan

Sent: Friday, August 01, 2003 3:39 PM

To: Stuckey, Molly

Subject: Scanned document <3 pages> -- 08/01/2003 4:35:59 PM

This PDF file was created using the eCopy Suite of products. For more information about how you can eCopy paper
documents and distribute them by email please visit http://www.ecopy.com

<<SFX35F.pdf>>

—————e T T T TP I L ST I T LA L R L AL

This message is from the law firm Bose McKinney & Evans LLP . This message and any attachments
may contain legally privileged or confidential information, and are intended only for the individual or
entity identified above as the addressee. If you are not the addressee, or if this message has been
addressed to you in error, you are not authorized to read, copy, or distribute this message and any
attachments, and we ask that you please delete this message and attachments (including all copies) and
notify the sender by return e-mail or by phone at 3 17-684-5000. Delivery of this message and any
attachments to any person other than the intended recipient(s) is not intended in any way to waive
confidentiality or a privilege. All personal messages express views only of the sender, which are not to
be attributed to Bose McKinney & Evans LLP, and may not be copied or distributed without this

statement.
***=|=**********#**************#*******
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& EVANS LLP

Direct Dial {317) 6845301
Direct Fax {317) 223-0301

ATTORNEYS AT LAW ’
E-Mail: PNicely@boselaw.com

August 1, 2003

M. J. Bryan Nicol

Commissioner

Indiana Department of Transportation
100 South Senate Ave.

Room N755

Indianapolis, IN 46204

Re:  US 31 Project
Westfield, Indiana

Dear Mr. Nicol:

We are writing you on behalf of our client, Mag Seven LLC, who is the owner of
approximately 32 acres located southeast of the intersection of U.S. 31 and State Highway 32 in
Westfield, Indiana. Although Mag Seven LLC is the owner of the property, the tenant on the
property is Curtis Dyna-Fog Ltd. and various other business entities, all of which are affiliated
with Mag Seven LLC (hercinafter referred to collectively as “Curtis Dyna-Fog”). We have
attended the meetings held relating to the U.S. 31 renovation. Attached is a drawing which
indicates where Curtis Dyna-Fog is located. As you can see from the drawing, only a small
portion of the propesty is being taken for the highway, or more specifically for the ramp that will
go to State Highway 32. However, the result of that taking will be a loss of access onto Park
Street from U.S. 31. This loss of access is very significant and an alternative satisfactory means
of access needs to be established.

Curtis Dyna-Fog is served each day by 12-14 semi-trailer tractor trucks which are either
delivering material or taking matenal. Right now that access is easy because the trucks can
come north on U.S. 31, exit on Park Street and enter the facility. However, once U.S. 31 1s
reconstructed and the ramps to State Highway 32 are constructed, that access will no longer be
possible. The only other access is to exit State Highway 32 and tumn at the second street east of
11.S. 31. That street, however, is a residential street, not well constructed and very narrow and
presents very inappropriate access for our facility or any other facility in our area. Not only is
this bad for us and essentially is no access, it is also bad for the neighborhood if we have to use
the residential streets in order to have access to our property. We do not at this time have a
solution, but a solution needs to be developed or found or otherwise one might consider our
property to be without access.

Downiown ¢ 2700 First Indiana Plaza + 135 North Pennsylvania Street * Indianapolis, indiana 46204 + (317) 6845000 « FAX{317) 684-5173 -
North Office + 600 East 96th Street » Suite 500 Indianapolis, Indiana 46240 « (317) 684-5300 - FAX (317} 684-5316 2 ?5
www_boselaw.com



BOSE
McKINNEY
& EVANS LLp

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Mr. J. Bryan Nicol
August 1, 2003
Page 2

Please advise how INDOT intends to handle this situation.

Very truly yours,

Enclosure
ce: Mr. Conrad D. McGinnis
Mr. Dennis E. Faulkenberg

M. Cory Grayburn, Parsons Transportation Group
Mr. Jerry Rosenberger, Town of Westfield

54250_1.DQC -
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YAN NICOL, Commissioner Writer’s Direct Line
JUNE 30, 2003 (317) 234-0796

The purpose of this meeting is to provide information to concerned citizens and to receive input
and feedback. This form is provided for your convenience to comment on the project or the
presentation. Comments may be submitted today, or mailed anytime by August 4, 2003.
TO:

Mary Wright, INDOT, 100 Northk Senate Avenue, N901, Indianzpolis, Indiana 46204

FAX: 317-234-1228

E-MAIL: mwright@indot.state.in.us.
WEBSITE: http://www.us3lindiana.com

Thank you for attending this meeting.

FINAL COMMENT DATE: LOCATION: US 31 Draft Environmental
August 4, 2003 Impact Statement (DEIS)
Hamilton County
DES# 9905500

!
NAME: (PLEASE PRINT) C o vFeon C/ V/r*g_/nm_/- A/A/
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Carme/ /N Hpo32
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Grayburn, Cory

From: us31_website@onlineform.com

Sent: Wednesday, July 23, 2003 3:03 PM

To: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Cc: ILbacio35@aol.com

Subject: O'Banion - US31 Online Form Submission

an Online Submission of the US31 Feedback Form from Kathy O'Banion

Name : Kathy O'Banion
Address: 509 Thornberry Dr.
City: Carmel, IN 46032
County: Hamilton

Email: ILbacio35®aol.com
Phone: (317) £848-2791

What comments do you have about the project?

1 am very concerned about the 3 alternative options proposed for the 146th St.interchange.
unfortunately, I was unable to attend the public hearing on June 30, 2003. My concern is
that if the Folded piamond Interchange option were chosen, it would directly impact my
home and my neighbtrhood which is Stonehedge Estates. My name is Kathy O'Banion and I am
writing to you a very, very concerned citizen and property owner. My address is 509
Thornberry Dr./If the Folded Diamend Interchange option is chosen, a road connecting
Walte to Stonehedge Estates would be in my side yard on the south gide of my
home . ntly, the home south of 509 Thornberry Dr. and a beautiful creek and privacy
exist. the Folded Diamond option were chosen, three homes would be displaced, one of
each of the following three neighborhoods - Circle Dr., Walter's Plaza, and Stonehedge
Estates. I am also concerned about the increase of traffic through Stonehedge and the
increase of noise level . I have studied the other two optioms for the 146th St.
interchange and feel that they would be a better choice because the Circle Drive and
Walter's Plaza homeowners would have direct access with the proposed extension of
Rangeline Road and no homes would be displaced. I would like to keep the serenity in our
neighborhood and would hope that the needs of the Circle Drive residents and the Walter's
plaza residents would be met by using the first altermate access route proposed by
connecting existing access with a proposed extension of Rangeline Road. I wanted to voice
my opinion and I have shared this information with the homeowners in Stonehedge Estates
and needless to say, the other residents in Stonehedge Estates are very concerned and are
hoping that the Folded Diamond Interchange Option will mnot be chosen for the 146th

St .Interchange Optiomn.

Thank you for your concern, help, and dedication in this project!

A very concerned homeowner,

Ms. Kathy O'Banion

How did you find our Web site?

1 received the Pathways US 31 improvement project from a neighbor and all of the
jnformation such as the website address.

Is this Web site helpful?

I feel that this website has been helpful today. I am looking forward to the email
updates.

Would you like to receive notification of updates to this site and upcoming events? yes
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CORY GRAYBURN

July 31,2003

Dear Mr. Graybumn,

I am writing to you as a concemed citizen and as a representative of my neighborhood, STONEHEDGE
ESTATES in Carmy diana. I am contacting you to voice our concerns regarding the US 31

Afier stydying the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, I am aware of three options for the 146th St.
intergfange on US 31. My name is Kathy O’Banion and my address is 509 Thornberry Dr., Carmel, IN
468652, 1f the FOLDED DIAMOND INTERCHANGE option was selected and the alternate access for
Walter’s Plaza and Circle Drive connected to Thomberry Dr., it would place a street in my side yard on the
south side of my home. Presently, my home and the home at 521 Thomberry Dr. share a winding creek and
very much privacy between the two residences. If the FOLDED DIAMOND INTERCHANGE option,
with the alternate access connecting to Thomberry Dr. from Circle Drive and Walter’s Plaza was chosen,

it would definitely impact Stonehedge Estates. There would be two new streets that do not exist now.

I have studied the other two options - the TIGHT DIAMOND URBAN INTERCHANGE (Appendix A,
sheet 6A) and THE LATERAL ACCESS INTERCHANGE (Appendix A sheet 6B) and feel that they
would be a better choice because if the FOLDED DIAMOND INTERCHANGE option (Appendix A, sheet
6C) was chosen, three homes would be displaced, one in each of the following neighborhoods - Circle Dr.,
Walter’s Plaza, and Stonehedge Estates. Not only would these homes be displaced, but also there would be
a change in the amount of new traffic coming into the neighborhood and a loss of privacy and safety for our
residents in Stonehedge Estates. Many of our homeowners have small children and these children are
constantly playing outside. The children are on the streets in our neighborhood biking, rollerblading,
walking and visiting their friends. Our residents are worried about their safety and the safety of the adults
who walk and enjoy the neighborhood. The homeowners do not want extra traffic and two new roads
because it would jeopardize the safety of our children and our homeowners!

 have shared my opinions with the homeowners of Stonehedge Estates and needless to say, the other
residents and I are very concerned and do not want two new streets connecting to Thornberry Dr. There
will be an increase in traffic and an increase in noise levels and a loss of a safe environment for our children
and adults who enjoy the serenity and safety of our neighborhood now.

Please consider our opinions and please reply if you have any further information that can be made

available to the homeowners of Stonehedge Estates regarding the decision for the 146th Street Interchange
Selection for the US 31 IMPROVEMENT PROJECT.

Sincerely,

§0 Gonin

Ms. Kathy S. £’ Banion and the residents of Stonehedge Estates
cc. Mayor Brainard IE @ E B W E
cc. Kate Weese

AUG 0 5 2003

By pg




Kathy S. O’Banion

509 Thornberry Dr.

Carmel, IN 46032
(317) 848-2791
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FOLDED DIAMOND INTERCHANGE WITH ACCESS TO
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DIANA UNIVERSITY

812-855-1347

July 8, 2003
INDIANA
LEOLOGICAL SURVEY

Cory Grayburn

Deputy Project Manager

Parsons Transportation Group

11405 North Pennsylvania Street, Suite 100
Carme!, IN 46032

Dear Mr. Grayburn,

This is to inform you that I have reviewed the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement FHW A-IN-EIS-03-01-D for: Project: NH-153-1(025), Designation
#9905500, US 31 Improvements from [-465 to State Road 38 in Hamilton
County, Indiana that was sent June 9, 2003. | have no further comments on this
project at this time.

Sincerely,

oy it

Jennifer Olejnik
Geologist

611 North Walnut Grove
Bloomington, Indiana
47405-2208

Fax: 812-855-2862
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Grayburn,Cory
From: Tom Olsen [tom.olsen@comcast.net] 1
Sent:  Thursday, June 12, 2003 5:10 PM

To: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Subject: US31 Project Public Comment File

Dear Sirs:

Please ensure thal the needs of Hamilton County bicyclists -- particularly those traveling east-west -- are
incorporated adequately in the US31 reengineering project.

Sincerely,
Thomas F. Olsen, President
Greenways Foundation

{home office)

7470 Noel Forest Court
Indianapotlis, IN 46278

Phone 317.297.1283

Email tom.olsen@comcast.net

358
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Date:

From:

To:

Re:

INDOT PUBLIC HEARING
COMMENT MEMORANDUM

July 1, 2003

Thomas F. Olsen, President Phone 317.297.1283
Greenways Foundation Email tom.olsen@comcast.net
PO Box 80091

Indianapotis, IN 46280-0091

Ms. Mary Wright

INDOT Public Hearing Officer
100 N. Senate Ave., N9O1
Indianapolis, IN 46204

US-31 DEIS, Hamilton County, DES# 9905500

1 attended the public meeting on this subject beld at Carmel H.S. on June 30, 2003, but I prefer to submit

these written comments in lieu of speaking within a 3.5 minute limit.

1.

2. However, having a limited number of east-west roads cross 1US-31 will inevitably concentrate
motorized traffic on those select roads and, unless separated bike/ped paths are included for those

3.

4.

5. Alseron the subject of the Monon ROW, we are receiving conflicting inputs whether the US-3]
ject will encroach on the ROW in the Westfield area and, if so, to what degree. If the Monon
ROW is in any way reduced, then an effective mitigation plan should be a high design priority and

We signed up for ongoing news about this project and will ook forward to participating in future

T's declared intent to inciude bike/pedestrian “facilities” in each of the US-31 crossings is

mmendable. We strongly support that.

“through” roads, they will be too busy for safe biking or walking.

Therefore, we agree with the suggestion to also provide bike/ped crossings of US-31 at selected
ints where the motorized traffic dead-ends. Because The single most important crossing would
\/g: 111" Street, but a similarly strong case can be made for additional bike/ped bridges. If more of
US-31 were depressed, instead of elevated, such bike/ped crossings would be much easier to build

and more accessible, without the stairs or ramps at each end.

T's commitment to “keep the Monon Trail open all during US-31 construction” is also
commendable ... if a little hard to take at face value in light of the short-notice (and complete)
closure of the Monon Trail underneath the northeastern end of Hyperfix in downtown
Indianapolis. If INDOT’s intention is to fill (rather than bridge) the Monon underpass, then the
prefabricated tunnet sections like INDOT used for the Pennsy ROW under eastern [-465 could

allow for safe bike/ped passage during ongoing construction.

final US-31 plans are developed.

public input sessions.

Enclosure

3e7
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
100 North Senate Avenue
Room N901
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2217
(317) 232-5457 FAX: (317) 234-1228
An Equal Opportunity Employer ® http./fwww.state. in.us/dot

FRANK O'BANNON, Govyernor
J. BRYAN NICOL, Commissioner Writer’s Direct Line
JUNE 30, 2003 (317) 234-0796

The purpose of this meeting is to provide information to concerned citizens and to receive input
and feedback. This form is provided for your convenience to comment on the project or the
presentation. Comments may be submitted today, or mailed anytime by August 4, 2003.

TO:
Mary Wright, INDOT, 100 North Senate Avenue, N901, Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

FAX: 317-234-1228
E-MAIL: mwright@'ndot.state.in.us.

WEBSITE: http://www.us31indiana.com

Thank you for attending this meeting.

FINAL COMMENT DATE: LOCATION: US 31 Draft Environmental
August 4,2003 Impact Statement (DEIS)
Hamilton County

DES# 9905500

NAME: (PLEASE PRINT) ﬁu’.[e; ﬁ;}ck/tf//}/l/

ADDRESS: S06 AL wyYNE RO.
CAPMEL TN 403>

E-MAIL: B

SIGNATURE:




Grayburn,Cory =~ s

Page 1 of 1

From: Libby Padgett [l.c. padgett@att nel]
Sent: Saturday, July 26, 2003 3:56 PM
To: us3i.parsons@parsons.com

The interchapge for ’rhe US.31 project needs to be at 126th street instead of 131s

Libby Padgett

QIO MDY

t street in Carmel



Grayburn, Cory

From: us31_website@onlineform.com

Sent: Friday, July 04, 2003 2:52 PM

To: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Cc: mepkkp@screaminet.com

Subject: Patterson - US31 Online Form Submission

An Online Submission of the US31 Feedback Form from Kris Patterson

Name : Kris Patterson
Bddress: 13450 Winamac Court
City: Carmel, IN 46032
County: Hamilton

Email: mepkkp@screaminet . com
Phone: 317-815-9036

ts do you have about the project?

nk the City of Carmel's research and suggestion regarding lowering US 31 along
idian Business Corridor is a better long-term solution. Yes, I know that it will
more money; however, Carmel has offered to defray some of these costs. My family

es in Park Meadow(The Parks at Springmill) . The idea of a raised highway, as much as
35 feet, causes me concern. We can already hear A LOT of road noise as it is. Raising
AND widening US 31 will only increase the current noise level and give us a "lovely" view
of the speeding vehichles, freight trucks and muffler-free motorcyclists.

against an interchange at 131st Street. I think that it makes more sense to have
fiterchange at 126th or 136th thereby allowing for easier access to retail centers.

How did you find our Web site?
My homeowners association newsletter.

Is this Web site helpful?
Yes.

Would you like to yeceive notification of updates to this site and upcoming events? Yes

: Y4



Grayburn, Cory

From: Peskuski, Aaron (INDIANAPOLIS NG 655) [APeskuski@pclient.ml.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2003 10:24 AM

To: 'mwright@indot.state.in.us’

Cc: 'cory.grayburn@parsons.com’; 'mwright@indot.state.in.us’

Subject: Us 31

31 July 2003

Indiana Department of Transportatiocn
100 North Senate Avenue, Room N901
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2217

Indiana Department of Transportation:

As a resident of Westfield, {ndiana I am requesting the inclusion of bridges or tunnels
across US31 in order to allow pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians to safely Cross HWY 31
in the vicinity of 169th Street and 196th Street in accordance with Westfield's
Comprehensive and Transportation Plans. Additionally, the future Monon Trail will be
significantly impacted by the proposed exit and entrance ramps at the intersection of
state Road 32 and US 31 and a continuous right of way needs to be addressed and included
in the State's plans.

Long range planning for parks and trails are important components of community development
and the proposed HWY 31 improvement will have a significant impact on Westfield and the
gurrounding community. Therefore, I would also like to encourage the continued close
coordination of the Indiana Department of Transportation with the Town of Westfield to
ensure these

issues are addressed.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

paron J. Peskuski

2762 Lucas Drive
Westfield, Indiana 46074
(317)262-4179
midland@indinatrails.org

3/5



WRIGHT, MARY

From: Peskuski, Aaron {INDIANAPOLIS NG 655) [APeskuski@pclient.ml.com]
Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2003 10:24 AM

To: 'mwright@indot.state.in.us’

Ce: ‘cory.grayburn@parsons.com’; 'mwright@indot.state.in.us'

Subject: us 31

31 July 2003

Indiana Department of Transportation
100 North Senate Avenue, Room N901
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2217

India Department of Transportation:

As resident of Westfield, Indiana I am requesting the inclusion of bridges or
Gnnels across US31 in order to allow pedestrians, cyclists and equestrians to
safely cross HWY 31 in the vicinity of 169th Street and 196th Street in
accordance with Westfield's Comprehensive and Transportation Plans.
Additionally, the future Monon Trail will be significantly impacted by the
proposed exit and entrance ramps at the intersection of State Road 32 and US 31
and a continuous right of way needs to be addressed and included in the State's
plans.

Long range planning for parks and trails are important components of community
development and the proposed HWY 31 improvement will have a significant impact on
Westfield and the surrounding community. Therefore, I would also like to
encourage the continued close coordination of the Indiana Department of
Transportation with the Town of Westfield to ensure these

issues are addressed.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter.

Sincerely,

aaron J. Peskuski

2762 Lucas Drive
Westfield, Indiana 46074
(317)262-4179
midland@indinatrails.org

. 2/6



Grayburn, Cory

From: us31_website@onlineform.com

Sent: Tuesday, June 17, 2003 10:15 PM

To: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Cc: pilcher@yourchurch.com

Subject: Pilcher - US31 Online Form Submission

An Online Submission of the US31 Feedback Form from Greg Pilcher

Name : Greg Pilcher
hddress: 3430. Crocus Ct
City: Wegffield, IN 46074

County: Hamilton
Email: ilcher@yourchurch.com
Phone: 317-867-5907

What commen do you have about the project?
Please \chogGe alternatives in the F group. It seems to me environment, safety are the

keys. Sst and personal factors are secondary. Make your decision wisely. We are
praying for you.

Thanks

How did you find our Web site?
Newsletter

Is this Web site helpful?
Yes

Would you like to receive notification of updates to this site and upcoming events? yes



PANHANDLE EASTERN PIPE LINE CO.
9371 ZIONSVILLE ROAD
INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46268

July 3, 2003

Cory Grayburn

Parsons Transportation Group

11405 North Pennsylvania Street, Suite 100
Carmel, IN 46032

RE: US 31 Improvement Project

Dear Cory.

company facilities across US 31 and 156™ Street, the following company personnel may
¢ contacted during the planning of road expansion.

y of aerial drawing of proposed widening of the referenced project involving

Sharon Prater Carl Kaiser

Sr. R/W Representative Area Supervisor

9371 Zionsville Road 9371 Zionsville Road
Indianapolis, IN 46268 Indianapolis, IN 46268
317-733-3213 (office) 317-733-3222 (office)

Mike Futch Ralph Oakley

Division Engineer Sr. Technician

8910 Purdue Road, Suite 400 8910 Purdue Road, Suite 400
Indianapolis, IN 46268 Indianapolis, IN 46268
317-879-3022 317-879-3043

Should additional information be needed please contact me at the referenced Phone
Number.

Sincerely,

Sharon J. Prater
Sr. R/W Representative

EGLIVE

JUL 67 7003 n




Grayburn, Cory

From: us31_website@onlineform.com

Sent: Sunday, June 22, 2003 10:36 PM

To: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Cc: philmp2@aol.com

Subject: Purcell - US31 Online Form Submission

An Online Submission of the US31 Feedback Form from Philip Purcell

Name : Philip Purcell

Address: 111 Stony Creek Overlock
City: Noblesville, IN 46060
County: Hamilton

Email: philmp2@acl.com

Phone: 770-7389

What comments do you have about the project?
Two suggestions:

1. Four lane/Highway 32 between Noblesville and 31. I believe this to be necessary due
to current d future population and business growth. Notice improved traffic flow with
the recent Axpansion on 146th St.

ue serious discussion of mass transit train or bus service from Hamilton County
ille, etc.) to downtown Indy. I suspect such service would receive immediate and

Thank you!

How did you find our Web site?
TV advertisement

Is this Web site helpful?
Yes. Keep up the good work.

Would you like to receive notification of updates to this site and upcoming events? yes



To: Mary Wright, INDOT Fax:

317-234-1228

From: ]. Raab-Sanders Date: 8/1/2003

Re: UD31 DEIS Hamilton CO> Pages: 3

cC:

X Urgent 0 For Review [ Please Comment O Please Reply 1 Please Recycle
- - . * - L 2

milton County DES# 9905500. (2 pages)

g ghed please find my comments regarding US31 DEIS



To Mary Wright, INDOT, FAX 317-234-1228

Final Comment Date: August 4, 2003 Location: US31
Draft Environmental
Impact Statement
(DEIS) Hamilton CO.

DES# 9905500
Name: Jan Raab-Sanders
Address: 1050 E 191 street. Westfield, IN 46074

The plan for the US31 upgrade bas many problems.
1) Itis not fiscally responsible, in other words it is much too
}xpensive especially now that property taxes have risen so
dramatically. The businesses along US 31, especially at 146/151
streets have seen huge increases. How do you expect these
businesses to survive or even waat to stay in the area after raising
their taxes and then cutting off access to their businesses?
2) The long years of construction, 3-5 or more will also stop any
business growth as well as causing a great hardship on the citizens
\::‘;V{Ktﬁeld and surrounding areas. Understand that without the
ase the businesses provide, Westfield will be in great danger.
Households will not be able to shoulder the entire burden and the
town and township will not grow/prosper or even survive as we
know it today.
3) All business property along US 31 now becomes useless because
there will not be easy access. Going to an interchange and then
trying to figure out what local road might take one to the business

is NOT easy access.
4) Th; plan as is will divide Westfield inte two sides, east and west
thout an easy way to travel between. Yery dangerous especially

for fire and police protection.

Solutions:

1) Abort the plan entirely or

2)/Modify the plan so that the current US31 is not disturbed, then

build good frontage roads along the east and west sides to allow

for local traffic and access to businesses.

3) Interchanges need to be ones that can accommodate the traffic,
doubt that the diamond shape (rural interchange) will do this.
Also fewer of them, perhaps one at 161 street, State route
32/US31 and one at State route 38/US31.

BA)



This plan as it is now proposed gives little to no regard to the
town/township of Westfield. It is destructive beyond imagination. It will
destroy our current business area and will prevent any new business to
grow along US31. With such potential devastation of a town one¢ must
certainly wonder if this is not mere politically motivated as opposed to
anything else. Interesting that Westfield/Hamilton County are very
Republican, yet all these plans are being done under a Democratic
administration.

Please stop this madness and be constructive, control the project as
suggested above and protect the businesses. The State has already lost
so many jobs, it can’t afford this reckless disregard of businesses/jobs,

people and thew
SIGNATURE: \f Gl e
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Grayburn, Cory

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

us31_website@onlineform.com
Thursday, June 05, 2003 12:31 PM
us31.parsons@parsons.com
mraines@ded-inc.com

Raines - U531 Online Form Submission

An Online Submission of the US31 Feedback Form from Martin Raines

Name:
Address:
City:
County:
Email:
Phone:

Martin Raines

1805 Kentucky Ave. Suite B
Indianapolis, IN 46221
Marion
mraines@ded-inc.com
317-396-0904

what comments do you have about the project?

I will soon be a resident of Westfield. Just want to be kept updated.

How did you find our Web site?

Word of mouth..

Is this Web site helpful?

Yes

Would you like to receive notification of updates to this site and upcoming events? yes
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Grayburn,Cory == e
From: David Ralls [DRALLS@indy.rr.com] -
Sent:  Saturday, July 12, 2003 9:05 AM
To: us31 parsons@parsons.com
Subject: US 31 Improvement Project

Dear Sir,

My name is Matt Xalls. I am only 11 years old but I may live here the rest of my life and so I think my opinion really
matters. 1 attendedAhe meeting at the Carmel High School for what will happen to US31. I heard that we are allowed to
make comments/About what we think and this is mine. I think that you should make US31 on the preferred
alternatives eyén though it will destroy houses, hurt the environment, and cause some disturbance on the already crowded
highway. I tffink that in the long run the making of the new US31 it will have all the cars buzz right through and hardly
poltule thefenvironment instead of the constant bumper-to-bumper US31 now that has constant poltution. I think that in 20

to 50 yoefs if US31 is made then we will have a good environment.

Signed,

Matt Ralls

20



Grayburn, Cory

From: Jason Reese [jreese@injuryattorneys.com]
Sent: Friday, June 20, 2003 10:20 AM

To: 'us31.parsons@parsons.com’

Cc: Trevor Crossen; Steve Wagner

Subject: inquiry

Dear Sir:

I looked at your website www.us3dlindiana.com, Our firm is considering purchasing 3.7
acres located at 11939 N. Meridian. I would like for the project manager to contact me to
answer some guestions about the US 31 proposal.

We have questions about (1) whether the new expressway will be elevated at our property's
locaticn, and, if so, how high will the elevation be. I also have gquestions abcut noise
reduction. Please call me as soonh as possible. Thank you.

Jason R. Reese
Wagner Reese & Crossen LLP

Al S

vgound Advice. Vigorous Representation.' www . InjuryAttorneys.com

9000 Keystone Crossing, Suite 1040
Indianapolis, Indiana 462406

(317) 843-395¢

(317} B819-0208 Fax
JReese@InjuryAttorneys.com

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE:

This E-mail and any attachments are confidential and may be protected by legal privilege.
If you are not the intended

recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying, distribution, or use of this E-mail or
any attachment is prohibited. If you have received this E-mail in error, please notify us
immediately by returning it to the sender and delete this copy from your gystem.



Grayburn, Cory

From: us31_website@onlineform.com

Sent: Thursday, July 24, 2003 4:21 PM

To: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Cc: richarly@meijer.com

Subject: Richardson - US31 Cnline Form Submission

An Online Submission of the US31 Feedback Foerm from Lynn Richardson

Name : Lynn Richardson
Address: 2929 Walker Ave, NW
City: Grand Rapids, MI 49544
County: Kent

Email: richagéyéﬁeijer.com
Phone: 616-365-5247

s

What comments do you have about the project?
Meijer, Inc. requests that an interchange/ramp remain at 126th/Carmel Drive rather than
the alternate ay’ 13ist/Main Street to maintain traffic flow to ocur Carmel, IN store.

How did you nd our Web site?
Met with Depnis Faulkenberg- US 31 Coalition

Is this Web site helpful?
Yes, thanks!

Would you like to receive notification of updates to this site and upcoming events? yes
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Lynn Richardson

Real Estate Manager
Phone: (616) 365-5247
Fax: (616) 365-5260

MEIJER

Mary Wright

INDOT

100 North Senate Avenue, Room N-901
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Mr. Cory Braburn

Deputy Project Manager
Parsons Transportation Group
11405 North Pennsylvania Street
Suite 100

Carmel, Indiana 46032

RE: U.S. 31 Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) for Hamilton County
Dear Ms. Wright & Mr. Braburn,

As the Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) continues their pursuit of public comment
on the US 31 Improvement Project in Hamilton County, Meijer, Inc. submits the following information for
your review.

First, let me give you a brief background on Meijer, Inc. Begun in the midst of the Great
Depression (1934) as a small grocery store in Greenville, Michigan, Meijer now stands out in the world
of retail as a third-generation, privately held, family owned company. In 1961, Meijer successfully
pioneered the “one-stop shopping” concept by adding general merchandise to its stores. These
departments include such items as pet and garden supplies, jewelry, small appliances, sporting goods,
clothing, hardware and home fashions.

Today's Meijer stores range in size from 122,000 square feet to 250,000 square feet. Specialty
departments that can be found in most Meijer stores include Service Meat and Seafood counters,
Deli/Café, Bulk Foods, Pharmacy, One-Hour Photo, Gas Station and more.

Most Meijer stores carry over 180,000 different items. Meijer private label products are among
these offerings. To date, Meijer has developed as many as 21,000 private label products including
fashions, hardgoods, and grocery items.

Today, Meijer operates 158 stores throughout llinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan and Ohio
employing over 75,000 team members. Specifically to Indiana, Meijer has 32 stores and a Food
Processing Plant in Middiebury all of these employing roughly 10,764 team members. In Hamilton
County, Meijer currently has 1 store with 448 employees and has started construction on a second store
in Noblesville, to serve the eastern portion of the County. Meijer has invested millions of dollars in the

Meijer, Inc., Subsidiaries & Affiliates 2929 Walker, N.W., Grand Rapids, Michigan 49544-9428

Telephone (616} 453-6711  www.meijer.com 5 2 )



Lynn Richardson

Real Estate Manager
Phone: (616) 365-5247
Fax: (616) 365-5260

development of our stores in Hamilton County. We have joined the community with the intention of
becoming a corporate citizen by owning our stores and maintaining them for a very long time.

At the core of our business, Meijer seeks to be an asset to the communities we serve. This is
accomplished through economic support provided as a result of our business, charitable contributions
and the active volunteerism of our team member's time.

Meijer is very excited that the highway is being evaluated for improvements to facilitate more
efficient travel on U.S. 31. We agree that taking the road to a controlled access through interchanges
status will help facilitate this efficiency. The U.S. 31 corridor is critically important to our Carmel store
#130.

When Meijer was doing the site selection for this market we felt the site bounded on the west by
South Pennsylvania Street, the South by Carmel Drive/1 26M Street, and the East by Old Meridian Street
was an ideal location for us to provide Meijer Guests with excelient site access. This is primarily
because Carmel Drive/126" Streetis a significant east-west route with direct access to U.S. 31. Meijer
stores not only service a local market but also an extended regional market by the sheer nature of our
business. This requires us to locate our stores with direct highway access, which 126" Street currently
provides.

It has been our understanding for quite some time that the INDOT has planned for an
interchange to occur at 126th Street, but the DEIS now states that this is not a final location and an
alternate interchange at 131" Street is being considered. Meijer would like to go on record to
request the interchange be focated at 126" Street.

It is our understanding that the crossover at 131¢ Street and U.S. 31 was eliminated in the late
80's because it did not meet the 1-mile separation guidelines generally followed by State and Federal
agencies and was the location of several traffic accidents. This was significant to us as we made our
initial site selection due to the need to have regional traffic access, which made 126™ a logical choice for
our store site.  Since that time 126™ Street/Carmel Drive has been further improved by the City of
Carmel to provide a four lane road connecting U.S. 31 with S.R. 431 (Keystone Avenue), cementing it as
a primary east-west collector.

Further to that point, there was a 1997 study for routing alignments of U.S. 31 in Hamilton County
prepared by Bernardin, Lochmuelier & Associates, Inc. prepared for the State. In that study several
Alternatives evaluated keeping the portion of the existing U.S. 31 route and adding an interchange at
126" Street. (Upgrade 1 Alternative, Figure 5; Upgrade 2/Option 2 Alternative, Figure 6, Western
Alternative 1, Figure 7, Westemn Alternative 2, Figure 8; Western Alternative 3, Figure 9). This,
combined with the procurement of right-of-way easements at the 126" Street location, reinforced
Meijer's reliance that the ramp would indeed happen at the 126™ Street intersection.

528



Lynn Richardson

Real Estate Manager
Phone: (616) 365-5247
Fax: (616) 365-5260

Additionally, Meijer had a Traffic Analysis Report (dated February 22 1991) prepared at the time
of our initial site evaluation as part of the review by the City of Carmel for site plan approval. Our
estimated traffic distribution at that time projected 35% of our traffic was to come from the 126"
Street/U.S. 31 interchange. We have not obtained current traffic counts for this store, but believe we
are seeing at least 35% of our traffic distribution from that intersection.

By placing the interchange at the alternate location of 131* Street we believe this would be very
detrimental to our traffic flow to the store. By requiring 35% of our store Guests to exit approximately a
half mile north of our store, and travel to the store via Pennsylvania Street past the back of our building
is in no way a desirable situation. The interchange at 126" Street would allow traffic to easily access the
Meijer Store and its related convenience store/gas facility and to travel east on a four lane road. Traffic
exiting at an interchange at 131* Street and traveling east would be confronted with an inadequate two
lane road and would be forced to turn south, traveling on Pennsylvania Street, to 126™ Street in order to
avoid significant traffic congestion. We strongly believe that our Guests and traffic in general will prefer
to exit directly at 126" Street to access the businesses rather than (i) exiting and having to “backtrack”
for northbound traffic or i) exiting and accessing the businesses from the rear for southbound traffic.
Like other businesses in the area, Meijer has developed its site and store relying on the continued
access of 126" Street to U.S. 31 rather than gambling that 131% Street access would be reopened and
that a projected residential parkway would provide adequate access for its Guests.

To maintain the viability of the Carmel store, we believe it is vitally important to have the access
to U.S. 31 remain at the front of our store at the 126™ Street location.

Respectfully submitted,

Meijer

%’ }/]’\QP( b onm Jr\:w—-__
Lyhn Richardson

Reai Estate Manager

Cc: Brian Breslin, Meijer
Mike Kinstle, Meijer
Hamilton County Legislators
Tom Wyss, Chairman - Senate Transportation & Homeland Security
Scott Reske, Chairman - House Roads and Transportation

EGEIVE

AUG 0 4 2003
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PETITION

SUPPORTING AN INTERCHANGE AT 126™ STREET AND US 31

IN CARMEL, INDIANA

We the undersigned do hereby endorse and recommend the construction of an interchange at US 31 and 126"
Street, in Carmel, Indiana, and are opposed to the construction of an interchange at the alternative location of

131* Street and US 31.

We believe that thé presence of an interchange at 131% Street and US 31 will reduce our quaht:{ of life and right
to enjoyment of our property. We believe that the location of the proposed interchange at 126~ Street better
serves the interests of businesses and homeowners in both the immediate area, and the City of Carmel asa

whole.
T Printed Name | 4 - Addwess | - Signafore. | Date
jer\m?e/ fr\:‘DW\D&Dh 13510 Dores Drive | Cavmel TaeHosd JMAA%W 4/,2/05
&;m\wv 6.UP @ 13UG3 Winamac. (A () w8, 2 Gﬂfjmuﬁ b 4-2 5 -3
[em F:HJL i34 3! /<1A35Lvtv' O, Caamel. Lo — J/ H-22-03 '
Eor) W/?&D /329¢ »e/ﬂw?/uw@r Qe i) /CV""/J‘“"-Q. WA fes
Arheeve Narburck)]33%0 Kiyesbary DR Oand o | Where Hloiivieh /o362
_\']"(,_QQC LUM\-E'_U\ 350 Mounpg 4., Carmel IN \M:EWJ—M Y.2003
Lori &8 Frope g falls [ %?f%r 42203
ﬁfbtwtfv{ 7000 ’e ! ﬁ,/g%‘z; f-el3
/)78.&&:),-/2. Meaas /3465 C/.--faf\,; Lo/ - Caamel, T Wmam- J/zz,lys
Sraes P orasG__ | 13400 verswass 00 G 1p | R, | M
f%rmia.,l%uw 13467 \fersaZHeg I &—»Q/BVTQV 'f/zafa;
Elbn Fleig 307 Mouate cb Cormit, (| g |
Loc(, “Ball /24 4¢ Dunes D CZ(M]’LMM ML//M
' i/ 13%%6 unes Or, ﬂnrme/l?z _‘z,’/é%ﬁ?
TN Ygn] bi el /357 Sttt pmride. D (it )l T B //v /3t
mmn/og&ﬂejaﬂ 1350 Y eoroeailtés Dn, Cm:mul o rméfl% "},/27-'@
1y BTt | 1<) 8y a2 94 ERRme] 4/4%7 fon 7’/22/&‘5
‘)\fdr\ M“ﬁ‘\\r\nv«;; N R y\»\k, Gl U Coreed, 2N ((‘s._h Ve
i Vo] | 11 Bkaeer Deve (damet (o O M ‘//%63
Wit o Tty AflTath [3450 wma/%mf Yolos
Webbe okt [38] Longphsy K- oy, W />
Zhowuss Chen  W9To Wikamaz €o. Gumeh - Y\ ( ,}iz;m



PETITION

SUPPORTING AN INTERCHANGE AT 126" STREET AND US 31

IN CARMEL, INDIANA

We the undersigned do hereby endorse and recommend the construction of an interchange at US 31 and 126™
Street, in Carmel, Indiana, and are opposed 1o the construction of an interchange at the alternative location of

131% Street and US 31.

We believe that the presence of an interchange at 131* Street and US 31 will reduce our qualitg of life and right
to enjoyment of our property. We believe that the location of the proposed interchange at 126™ Street better
serves the interests of businesses and homeowners in both the immediate area, and the City of Carmel as a

whole.
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Grayburn, Cory

From: us31_website@onlineform.com

Sent: Saturday, July 26, 2003 10:39 AM

To: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Cc: arichmond76@aal.com

Subject: Richmond - US31 Online Form Submission

An Online Submission of the US31 Feedback Form from amanda Richmond

Name : mmanda Richmond
Address: 225 Boulder Court
City: Carmel, in 46032
County: hamilton

Email: arichmond76@aol . com
Phone:

have about the project?

me owner in Stonehedge Estates off of 1l46th Street, I must implore you
to not wse the Aolded Diamond Interchange Optiom for 146th Street. In this option you
take traffic fhrough a now private subdivision with no thru streets. This is a
subdivis} that is being impacted currently by Lauth and their new Mall being built off
of 31. We do not need another major development and change to lower our property values
any more. When pursuing your alternatives, it seems natural to use the Lateral Access
Alternative that affects primarily commercial business who will welcome the increased
traffic. Do not send this overflow through our quiet and family oriented neighborhood!

What comments do ¥y
As a first time

How did you find our Web site?

Is this Web site helpful®

Would you like to receive notification of updates to this site and upcoming events? yes
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ROBERT S. RIFKIN
SHERWOOD P, HILL

MELODY E. NOEL
CLINTON E. BLANCK

MAURER RIFKIN & HILL, PC.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
SUITE 118
F1550 NORTH MERIDIAN STREET

CARMEL, INDIANA 46032

e-mail: rrifkin@mrhlaw.com

July 30, 2003

STEPHANIE J. FAIRFIELD

Ms. Mary Wright

INDOT

100 North Senate Avenue
N901

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

Re:  U.S. 31 Upgrade

Dear Ms. Wri

am writing this letter to you to support the City of Carmel’s efforts to improve the plans
e U. S. 31 upgrade. My law firm is located at the southwest corner of 1 16™ and Meridian.
Prior to this location, we were at the southeast corner of 106® and Meridian. We have been

Most of us who have located our businesses on North Meridian Street have done so
because the area is esthetically attractive and easily accessible for us and our clients. Needless to
Say, we are worried that the proposed U. S. 31 upgrade may substantially alter the character of
the Carmel corridor. Easy access to our offices and maintenance of our quality of life are
paramount concerns. We sincerely hope that any kighway improvements will be designed in a
manner consistent with the unique character of this Meridian corridor.

We support Mayor Brainard’s efforts to improve the plans for the U. S. 3] upgrade and
we urge INDOT to carefully consider the recommendations offered by the City of Carmel.

Sincerely,

RSR:dIr
¢docs\rsiindot. 7-30-03

TEL (317) 844-8372
FAX (317) 573-5564

IDA COLEMAN LAMBERT!
OF COUNSEL



ROBERT S. RIFKIN
SHERWOOCD P. HILL

MELODY E. NCEL
CLINTON E. BLANCK

MAURER RIFKIN & HILL, PC.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
SWTE 115
11550 NORTH MERIDIAN STREET

CARMEL, INDIANA 46032

e-mail: mifkin@mrhlaw.com

July 30, 2003

STEPHANIE J. FAIRFIELD

Mr. Cory Grayburn

- Parsons Transportation Group
11405 North Mendian Street
Suite 100 .

Carmel, Indiana 46032

Re:  U.S.31 Upgrade
Dear Mr. Grayburn:

I'am writing this letter to you to support the City of Carme!’s efforts to improve the plans
for the U. S. 31 upgrade. My law firm is located at the southwest corner of 116® and Meridian.
Prior to this location, we were at the southeast comer of 106™ and Meridian. We have been
practicing law in Carmel on North Meridian Street for the past 23 years, and we have seen an
extraordinary growth in both the business and residential communities north of 103™ Street.

Most of us who have located our businesses on North Meridian Street have done so
because the area is esthetically attractive and easily accessible for us and our clients. Needless to
say, we are worried that the proposed U. S. 31 upgrade may substantially alter the character of
the Carmel corridor. Easy access to our offices and maintenance of our quality of life are
paramount concerns. We sincerely hope that any highway improvements will be designed in a.
manner consistent with the unique character of this Meridian corridor.

We support Mayor Brainard’s efforts to improve the plans for the U. S. 31 upgrade and
we urge INDOT to carefully consider the recommendations offered by the City of Carmel.

Sincerely,

MAURER RIFKIN & HILL, P.C.

RSR:dIr

ci\docs\rsr\parsonstrans. 7-30-03

TEL (3217) 844-8372
FAX (317) 573-5564

IDA COLEMAN LAMBERTI
OF COUNSEL
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Grayburn, Cory

From: us31_website@onlineform.com

Sent: Friday, June 13, 2003 10:02 PM

To: us31.parsons@parsons.com

Cc: Thomas_E_Robbins@hotmail.com
Subject: Robbins - US31 Online Form Submission

An Cnline Submission of the US31 Feedback Form from Thomas Robbins

Name : Thomas Rebbins

Address: 602-B Nicole Drive

City: greenwood, IN 46143-2016
County: Johnson

Email: Thomas_E_Robbins@hotmail.com
Phene: 317-885-5369

What comments do you have about the project?

I would like to learn more about this project. Please add me to the mailing list. Thank
you verty much.

How did you find our Web site? http://www.msnbc.com/local/WTHR/M303087.asp

Ig this Web site helpful?
I believe so, but after I attend the June 30 public hearing, I will be even more in tuned.

Would you like to receive notification of updates to this site and upcoming events? Yes
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Governor's Internet Mail q.” | Y

From: Thomas Robbins [thomas_e_robbins@hotmail.com]

Sent: Wednesday, July 02, 2003 7:58 PM

To: Governor's Internet Mail

Subject: [SPAM:#] U.S. 31 Corridor from Indianapoiis_to South Bend jn Indiana /‘
- —

Thomas Robbins602-B Niccle DriveGreenwood, IN 46143July 2, fb

2003Governor Frank QO'Bannon206 State HouseIndianapolis, IN 46204
Governor O'Bannon:I wanted to write you to concerning the U.S. Route 31
Corridor inIndiana. As indicated on one of the Indiana Department of
Transportation’s internet sites, the U.S. 31 corridor in Indiana is
heavily congested,and will only get worse if nothing is done to the
highway before the year2025.1 attended a meeting at Carmel High School
in Carmel, IN hosted by Ms.Mary Wright of the Indiana Department of
Transportation. 1 sided withmany of the people at that meeting,
ineluding Mr. Christopher Kubik ofIce Miller Legal and Business
Advisors. These people stated that the U.5.31 is vital for economic
growth in Indiana, as this highway connectsMobile, AL; Indianapolis, IN;
Sault Ste Marie, MI as well as many otherimportant U.S. cities.When
viewing a map of the National Highways in Indiana, it appears tome that
an expressway along U.S. 31 is a missing transportation link inIndiana
and even Michigan. In fact, U.S. 31 was under considerationtoc be one of
the first Interstate Highways of the U.S., however, the ideawas
rejected, as it did not connect to any major cities north
ofIndianapolis, IN. However, I believe that an Indiana expressway
corridor betweenIndianapolis and South Bend could prove to ke highly
peneficial to theUnited States.On the other hand though, local issues
concerning Carmel, IN must beconsidered as well. There must be
sufficient roads crossing the U.S5.31 Expressway, in order to prevent the
traffic jams that the project isthere to eliminate. Also, the viability
of companies such as Delta Faucetin Carmel, IN depend on it. I alseo
support the integration of thishighway with other modes of
transportation, such as bicycling, walking, rollerblading, etc. The
overpasses and underpasses that intersect thehighway should ensure
pedestrian safety while maintaining theaesthetic quality of the
highway.Please support an indiana U.S. 31 Expressway corridor
fromIndianapolis to South Bend.Thank you very much for your
attention.Sincerely, Thomas E. Robbins

prefix: Mr.

Street: 602-B Nicole Drive

City: Greenwood

State: IN

Zip: 46143

email: thomas_e robbins@hotmail.com

subject: U.S. 31 Corridor from Indianapolis to South Bend in Indiana
name: Thomas Robbins

236



WRIGHT, MARY

From: trobbins@voyager.net

Sent: Saturday, July 05, 2003 7:35 AM

To: J Bryan Nicol

Cc: MWright@INDOT.State.IN.US

Subject: U.S. Route 31 Corridor from Indianapolis to South Bend

Dear Commissioner Nicol:

I wanted to write you to concerning the U.S. Route 31 Corridor in Indiana. As
indicated on one of the Indiana Department of Transportation's internet sites,
the U.S. 31 corridor in Indiana is heavily congested, and will only get worse if
nothing is done to the highway before the year 2025.

I attended a meeting at Carmel High School in Carmel, IN hosted by Ms. Mary
Wright of the Indiana Department of Transportation. I sided with many of the
people at that meeting, including Mr. Christopher Kubik cf Ice Miller Legal and
Rusiness Advisors. These people stated that the U.S. 31 is vital for economic
growth in Indiana, as this highway connects Mobile, AL: Indianapolis, IN; Sault
Ste Marie, MI as well as many other important U.S5. cities.

When viewing a map of the National Highways in Indiana, it appears to me that an
expressway along U.5. 31 is a missing transportation link in Indiana and even
Michigan. In fact, U.S. 31 was under consideration to be one of the first
Interstate Highways of the U.S.; however, the idea was rejected, as it did not
connect to any major cities north of Indianapolis, IN. However, I believe that an
Indiana expressway corridor between Indianapolis and South Bend could prove to be
highly beneficial to the United States.

on the other hand though, local issues concerning Carmel, IN must be considered
as well. There must be sufficient roads crossing the U.S. 31 Expressway, in
order to prevent the traffic jams that the project is there to eliminate. Also,
the viability of companies such as Delta Faucet in Carmel, IN depend on it. I
also support the integration of this highway with other modes of transportation,
such as bicycling, walking, rollerblading, etc. The coverpasses and underpasses
that intersect the highway should ensure pedestrian safety while maintaining the
aesthetic quality of the highway.

Please support an Indiana U.S5. 31 Expressway corridor from Indianapolis to South
Bend.

Thank you very much for your attention.

Thomas E. Robbins

Thomas E. Robbins
602-B Nicole Drive
Greenwood, IN 46143
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Home: (317) 885-5369
Fax: (775) 703-7423
Thoma s_B__Robbins @Hotmail.com



WRIGHT, MARY

from: NICOL, BRYAN

Sent: Monday, July 07, 2003 3:25 PM

To: ‘trobbins@voyager.net’

Zc: WRIGHT, MARY

Subject: RE: U.S. Route 31 Corridor from Indianapolis to South Bend

Mr. Robbins -

[ appreciate your e-mail and thank you for your comment on the US 31 project. As
you may know, this is a very important priority project for the Indiana
Department of Transportation (INDOT). Mary Wright, INDOT hearings officer for
-his project, is including your comment in the official transcript for this
project.

Thanks again for writing and commenting.
Bryan Nicol

————— Original Message—----

From: trobbins@voyager.net [mailto:trobbins@voyager.net]

Sent: Saturday, July 05, 2003 7:35 AM

"o: J Bryan Nicol

2c: MWright@INDOT.State.IN.US

Subject: U.S. Route 31 Corridor from Indianapolis to South Bend

ear Commissioner Nicol:

T wanted to write you to concerning the U.S. Route 31 Corridor in Indiana. As
ndicated on one of the Indiana Department of Transportation's internet sites,
che U.S8. 31 corridor in Indiana is heavily congested, and will only get worse if
nothing is done to the highway before the year 2025.

. attended a meeting at Carmel High Schoeol in Carmel, IN hosted by Ms. Mary
Wright of the Indiana Department of Transportation. I sided with many of the
~eople at that meeting, including Mr. Christopher Kubik of Ice Miller Legal and
jusiness Advisors. These people stated that the U.S. 31 is vital for economic
growth in Indiana, as this highway connects Mobile, AL; Indianapolis, IN; Sault
Ste Marie, MI as well as many other important U.S. cities.

Jhen viewing a map of the National Highways in Indiana, it appears to me that an
expressway along U.S. 31 is a missing transportation link in Indiana and even
fichigan. In fact, U.S. 31 was under consideration to be one of the first
‘nterstate Highways of the U.S.; however, the idea was rejected, as it did not
connect to any major cities north of Indianapolis, IN. However, I believe that an
Tndiana expressway corridor between Indianapeclis and South Bend could prove to be
1ighly beneficial to the United States.

On the other hand though, local issues concerning Carmel, IN must be considered
is well. There must be sufficient roads crossing the U.S. 31 Expressway, in
yrder to prevent the traffic jams that the project is there to eliminate. Also,
the viability of companies such as Delta ucet in Carmel, IN depend on it. I
1lso support the integration of this hjdhway with other modes of transportation,
such as bicycling, walking, rolleyblading, etc. The overpasses and underpasses
that intersect the highway should sure pedestrian safety while maintaining the
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aesthetic quality of the highway.

Please support an Indiana U.S. 31 Expressway corridor from Indianapolis to South

Bend.

Thank you very much for your attention.

Thomas E. Robbins

Thomas E. Robbins
602-B Nicole Drive
Greenwood, IN 46143
Home: (317) 885-5369
Fax: (775) 703-7423

Thomas E Robbins@Hotmail.com



INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
100 North Senate Avenue
Room N755
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2228
(317) 232-5533 FAX: (317) 232-0238
An Equal Opportunity Employer ® http.//www.in.gov/dot

FRANK O'BANNON., Governor
J BRYAN NICOL, Commissioner Writer’s Direct Line

(317) 232-5117
July 14, 2003

Mr. Thomas E. Robbins
602-B Nicole Drive
Greenwood, Indiana 46143

Dear Mr. Robbins:

Thank you for your email regarding the US Route 31 (US 31) Corridor from Indianapolis to
South Bend, Indiana. Governor O’Bannon forwarded your message to me so that { may respond
directly to you on this issue. Iappreciate you taking the time to write.

The Indiana Department of Transportation (INDOT) has divided the US 31 Comidor into
three projects; (1) US 31 from Interstate 465/Hamilton County, (2) US 31 through Kokomo and
(3) US 31 from Plymouth to South Bend. Your comments will be included in the official
transcript for the project as INDOT is still in the comment period until August 4.

Each US 31 corridor project is currently in the environmental phase of development. Each
project features its own website where alternatives, maps, and routes can be viewed. Please feel
free to visit our websites at www.us3lindiana.com, www.us31kokomo.com, or
www.us31study.org. You may also visit INDOT’s website at www.state.in.us/dot.

Thank you again for your letter and taking the time to write on transportation issues. If I can
be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

7. Bn- e

J. Bryan Nicol
Commissioner
JBN/cp
cc: Mary Wright, INDOT Hearing Section /
Parsons Transportation Group





